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Early Eviction Prevention
Halting a Wave of Homelessness

2020 Holiday Giving

The ongoing pandemic will limit gather-
ings this season, but helping client families
celebrate the holidays is still a priority

for Always Home. In an effort to ensure

the safety of you, our staff and our client
families, we're changing our November
and December distributions. Instead of the
typical food baskets and festively-wrapped
toys, we're asking for donations of prepaid
Visa cards or gift cards to grocery stores

and retailers like Walmart, Target and Kohls.

We thank you for keeping holiday tradi-
tions and hope alive! Gift cards can be sent
to our offices at the address below. Contact
Marlynn at (860) 501-4816 or mbenker@
alwayshome.org with any questions.

The pandemic has upended Vincent Mann’s life. He’s typically a
strong man, working as a road flagger and used to spending long
days on his feet. But now everything is a struggle as he fights to re-
gain his health. Vincent was hospitalized with COVID this summer.
After fourteen days in the hospital and many more recuperating

at home, he returned to work, happy to have beaten COVID. But in
early October his breathing became labored again. He was read-
mitted to the hospital, this time for a week. As a single Dad with
sole custody of a teenage son, Vincent just wants to feel better so
he can provide for his child.

Like many low-wage workers Vincent lives paycheck to paycheck.
Missed work devastated his already spare budget. In spite of try-
ing, Vincent couldn’t pay his rent. He's not the only one. The Census
Bureau reported in September that 20% of Connecticut tenants
are behind on rent. Although federal and state moratoria currently
protect COVID-impacted tenants from evictions (cont. on page 2)
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